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Are you dreaming of a new life on the sunny shores of Costa del Sol? With its golden beaches, world-renowned cuisine,

and a welcoming expat community, this Mediterranean gem is a perfect destination for those seeking a change.

Whether you're drawn to Marbella's luxury lifestyle, Málaga's cultural scene, or the tranquil vibes of Estepona, Costa del

Sol offers something for everyone. If you're a US expat looking to buy property in Spain in 2024, this guide will walk you

through the best areas to live, the essential factors to consider, and why choosing the right real estate agency like

Assetfolio can make all the difference in your journey to find the perfect home.

WHY COSTA DEL SOL IS A TOP CHOICE FOR US EXPATS

The Costa del Sol, with its breathtaking scenery, unparalleled climate, and vibrant culture, has become one of the most

sought-after destinations for US expats. Here's why:

Mediterranean Climate: Costa del Sol enjoys over 320 days of sunshine a year, making it a paradise for those

seeking a warm, year-round climate. Escape cold winters and enjoy mild summers. The region’s consistent sunny

weather, coupled with its gentle Mediterranean breezes, creates an enviable environment where outdoor
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activities can be enjoyed year-round, from golfing to beach days.

Large Expat Community: With a growing US expat community, Costa del Sol has become an international hub.

The area is home to many from the US, contributing to its cosmopolitan atmosphere. Expats can easily find like-

minded individuals and communities, making the transition smoother and more enjoyable. The large expat

population also means that a variety of services tailored to international residents are readily available.

Affordable Yet Luxurious Lifestyle: Costa del Sol is famous for offering some of the most luxurious properties in

Spain, including beachfront villas, modern penthouses, and high-end gated communities. However, despite its

reputation for opulence, it also offers more affordable living options. Areas like Estepona and Mijas Costa offer

great value for money without compromising the quality of life. Whether you are looking for a luxury retreat or a

more budget-friendly home, Costa del Sol provides a wide range of options.

Strategic Location and Travel Connections: Costa del Sol’s international appeal is enhanced by its strategic

location. The region is well-connected by air, with Malaga Airport serving as a major hub for both domestic and

international flights. Direct flights to major US cities like New York, Miami, and Los Angeles make it convenient

for US expats to maintain strong ties with home, and for visitors to easily access the area. This connectivity

provides expats with seamless travel options for both business and leisure.

BEST AREAS TO LIVE IN COSTA DEL SOL FOR US EXPATS

Costa del Sol offers a diverse range of environments to suit every lifestyle, from luxurious beachfront living to charming

rural escapes. Let’s explore some of the most popular areas for US expats:

MARBELLA – THE LUXURY ESCAPE

High-End Living and International Vibe: Known for its exclusive neighborhoods, luxury villas, and stunning

beaches, Marbella offers a sophisticated lifestyle in one of the most prestigious locations on the Mediterranean

coast. Whether you’re drawn to the glitz of Puerto Banús or the serene hillside retreats of La Zagaleta, Marbella is

synonymous with luxury living.

Thriving Expat Community: Marbella is home to one of the largest US expat communities in Spain. With a wide

range of social clubs, golf courses, private schools, and services in English, it's easy for newcomers to settle in

and feel at home. This vibrant community makes Marbella an ideal choice for those looking for both social

interaction and a high standard of living.

Things to Do: Marbella isn’t just about luxury real estate; it also boasts a rich cultural scene. From world-class

dining to high-end shopping and renowned golf courses, there's no shortage of activities. For those who

appreciate history, the old town of Marbella offers cobbled streets, charming squares, and a mix of cultural

experiences, all set against the stunning backdrop of the Sierra Blanca mountains. For more information about

Marbella, its property market, and specific development projects. Read our guide here Latest Real Estate 

Developments in Marbella.

MÁLAGA – A GROWING HUB FOR EXPATS

Vibrant City Life: Málaga, the capital of the Costa del Sol, blends historical charm with modern amenities. The

city is a haven for culture lovers, featuring a wealth of museums, galleries, and theaters, including the Picasso

Museum and the Centre Pompidou Málaga. It also offers a lively café culture, perfect for socializing and enjoying

the warm Mediterranean climate.

Affordable Housing Options: Compared to the ultra-luxury options in Marbella, Málaga provides a more
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affordable living situation without sacrificing quality. The city is an excellent choice for those looking for a more

budget-friendly lifestyle. From stylish modern apartments in the city center to more traditional homes in the

surrounding neighborhoods, Málaga caters to a variety of tastes and budgets.

Connectivity and Services: Málaga is well-equipped for expat living, with excellent healthcare facilities,

international schools, and an abundance of services in English. Its extensive transport network, including an

international airport, high-speed trains, and buses, makes it easy to navigate the city and explore the surrounding

region. Our guide on Málaga: The Perfect Retirement Haven for Stylish Seniors in 2024 provides readers with

more information about Málaga, its lifestyle, and its appeal to expats, especially retirees. It's relevant to those

considering Málaga as a place to live.

Estepona – Peaceful Coastal Living

Family-Friendly Environment: Estepona is a charming, laid-back town that offers an ideal balance between

coastal living and a peaceful lifestyle. Its safe, family-oriented atmosphere, combined with a host of parks, green

spaces, and beautiful beaches, makes it perfect for families and retirees alike.

Rich Cultural Heritage: Unlike the more tourist-heavy areas of Costa del Sol, Estepona has retained much of its

authentic Andalusian charm. Stroll through its cobblestone streets and discover quaint plazas, traditional

Spanish architecture, and bustling local markets. Estepona’s charm lies in its slower pace of life, making it an

ideal location for those seeking a peaceful retreat.

Expat-Friendly Infrastructure: Estepona is well-equipped for expats, offering a variety of services in English,

including health centers, shops, and community organizations. This ensures that newcomers can easily integrate

into local life while still maintaining ties to their home country. For more detailed information about Estepona, its

investment potential, and specific characteristics, read our latest guide about Estepona as an Investment Hub

.interested in Estepona can learn more about its property market and why it's a good place to live.

Benahavís – A Hidden Gem for Luxury Lovers

Exclusivity and Privacy: Nestled in the mountains just a short drive from Marbella, Benahavís offers a peaceful

escape with stunning panoramic views. Known for its luxurious villas and large estates, Benahavís is a popular

choice for affluent expats seeking privacy and tranquility. The town is quiet yet close enough to Marbella for easy

access to the coast’s amenities.

Outdoor Activities: Nature lovers will appreciate Benahavís’s proximity to the Sierra de las Nieves natural park,

offering endless opportunities for hiking, biking, and golf. The town itself is home to several renowned golf

courses, adding to its appeal for outdoor enthusiasts.

Ideal for Affluent Expats: Benahavís caters to those who value privacy, luxury, and exclusivity. Its high-end

properties, private gated communities, and serene atmosphere make it the perfect retreat for those looking for a

luxurious lifestyle away from the hustle and bustle.

Mijas Costa – A Blend of Tradition and Modernity

Charming, Traditional Village Vibe: Mijas Costa blends traditional Andalusian architecture with modern living.

The area’s quaint white-washed houses, narrow cobblestone streets, and beautiful squares evoke the charm of a

classic Spanish village, while still offering all the amenities of modern life.

Affordable Yet Comfortable Living: Unlike the more expensive areas of Costa del Sol, Mijas Costa provides

affordable housing options, making it an ideal choice for those looking for a more budget-friendly lifestyle.

Whether you are renting or buying, Mijas Costa offers great value while still being close to the coast and other
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key amenities.

Great for Families and Retirees: Mijas Costa’s quiet streets, family-friendly atmosphere, and access to some of

the best beaches in Costa del Sol make it an attractive destination for both retirees and young families. The area

also offers a range of activities, from hiking trails to local festivals, ensuring that there's something for everyone.

Get a comprehensive overview of Mijas, including Mijas Costa, its property types, and lifestyle offerings. You may

check our guide here Mijas: A Comprehensive Guide to New Developments.

WHAT TO CONSIDER BEFORE MOVING TO COSTA DEL SOL AS A US EXPAT

Visa and Residency Options: As a US citizen, it’s important to familiarize yourself with Spain’s residency

requirements. Options like the Non-Lucrative Visa and the Golden Visa are popular choices for long-term

residency, especially for retirees or those with a significant investment in Spain.

Cost of Living: While Costa del Sol offers an affordable lifestyle in some areas, the cost of living can vary greatly

depending on the location. Cities like Marbella and Málaga can be expensive, particularly in the tourist hotspots,

but towns like Estepona or Mijas Costa provide more affordable housing without sacrificing the quality of life.

Healthcare in Spain: Spain’s healthcare system is renowned for its quality and efficiency. While the public

healthcare system is excellent, many US expats opt for private health insurance to ensure faster access to

medical care. This is particularly useful for those who prefer private hospitals and specialists.

Cultural and Language Integration: Although English is widely spoken in Costa del Sol, especially in expat-friendly

areas, learning Spanish will significantly enhance your experience. It will help you integrate into local life,

communicate with neighbors, and immerse yourself in the vibrant Spanish culture. Many local schools and

language centers offer language courses tailored for expats.

Taxation and Legal Requirements: Spain has a unique tax system, and understanding how it differs from the US

is essential for managing your finances as an expat. Consult with tax professionals who are experienced in

handling cross-border taxation to ensure you remain compliant with both US and Spanish tax regulations.

WHY CHOOSE ASSETFOLIO FOR YOUR COSTA DEL SOL PROPERTY SEARCH?

Local Expertise and In-Depth Knowledge: As experts in the Costa del Sol real estate market, Assetfolio provides

unmatched insight into the best areas to live, helping you make an informed decision.

Tailored Property Solutions: Whether you're looking for a luxury villa in Marbella or a budget-friendly apartment in

Málaga, Assetfolio offers a wide range of properties to match your needs.

Comprehensive Support Throughout the Process: From the first inquiry to closing the deal, Assetfolio is with you

every step of the way, offering professional advice, handling paperwork, and ensuring a smooth transaction.

Innovative Marketing Tools: Assetfolio uses cutting-edge technology to provide you with the most accurate and

up-to-date listings, making your property search easier and more efficient.

Reputation for Success: With a proven track record of helping US expats find their dream homes in Costa del Sol,

Assetfolio has earned its place as a trusted partner for your property journey.

FAQ: COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT BUYING PROPERTY IN COSTA DEL SOL

1. What are the most affordable areas to live in Costa del Sol?
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Málaga, Estepona, and Mijas Costa are great options for US expats looking for affordable properties with a high quality

of life.

2. Can I buy property in Spain as a US citizen?

Yes, US citizens can buy property in Spain, but they must adhere to local tax regulations and may need to apply for a

residency visa depending on the length of their stay.

3. How much do I need to budget for living in Costa del Sol?

The cost of living varies depending on the area. Marbella tends to be more expensive, while towns like Estepona or

Mijas Costa offer more budget-friendly options without sacrificing quality of life.

4. Is healthcare good for US expats in Costa del Sol?

Yes, Spain’s healthcare system is excellent, and many US expats choose to have private insurance for faster service and

additional coverage.

CONCLUSION

Whether you're drawn to the luxurious lifestyle of Marbella or the serene beauty of Estepona, Costa del Sol offers a wide

variety of living options for US expats. From its unbeatable climate to its welcoming community, there's no better place

to call home in 2024. With the right guidance, choosing your dream property here can be smooth and rewarding. At

Assetfolio, we specialize in helping expats navigate the Costa del Sol property market. Ready to start your journey? 

Contact us today, and let’s make your Spanish dream a reality!
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